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change in the franchise, and that there was a large body of opinion even among
the No-changers against the change. Mr. Gandhi combated that view although
he had seen the resolution passed by the Bihar Provincial Congress Committee,
and by the Sind and the C.P. Maharashtra Committees, and also by a confe-
rence in Bihar* If the meeting considered it necessary to reject the agreement,
they must do so, leaving him out of consideration.
I must warn you against accepting this change simply to please
me, You must vote according to your conscience, which is more
valuable than any single man's opinion, whatever may be his
services, and however highly placed he may be in your estimation.
Mr. Das wrote to me that so far as the Swarajists were con-
cerned, I could be at ease on this question of the pact, and that
Mr. Vithalbhai Patel represented only himself. Mr. Das also wrote
that the majority decision of the Swaraj Party was binding on
every single member of the Swaraj organization, and would be
loyally carried out*
Of course, he felt considerable relief when he heard this, but he would ask
Mr. Das to relieve every Swarajist from any such obligation because, if this
agreement did not commend itself to anyone, he must reject it summarily.
, This agreement should not be accepted simply that it might appear on paper.
It meant sustained and ceaseless work, and submission to very rigorous discipline.
They would each be expected to send two thousand yards per month regu-
larly by their own spinning. The quota could be made by allowing others to
spin only in cases of inability or real unwillingness, but even then, they were
expected to supervise the spinning. The House must clearly understand the
implications of the pact before giving consent to it
At the meeting he had with the No-changers on this pact, the preliminary
objection was raised whether the Swaraj Party could have a different franchise
from the Congress franchise, but Mr. Srinivasa lyengar had told him that it
was proposed by the Swaraj Party to alter the constitution, and to bring it
in line with that of the Congress. The No-changers, on the assumption that the
Swaraj Party franchise and creed would be the same as those of the Congress,
accepted the pact by an overwhelming majority.
Mw India, 24-12*1924